
DEAR MISSING FRIEND BOOK CLUB GUIDE 
 
The following are points to ponder for book club members to consider and share. Some readers may 
prefer concentrating on issues of character and personality. Others may choose to emphasize themes and 
meanings in their discussions. Either approach may lead to lively and productive exchanges. The 
following questions may serve as a catalyst to begin.  
 
 

1.​ Is there a character you would befriend and why? 
 
 

2.​ Did letter writing play a comparable role in the book to emails and texts today? 
 
 

3.​ What role did books play in the characters’ lives? Who were affected by them and in what way? 
 
 

4.​ Did the characters have expectations for their lives that were in line with their circumstances? Did 
they expect too much or settle for too little? 
 
 

5.​ Sisterhood is a theme in the book even though most of the women characters do not have sisters. 
Can the experience be duplicated in a friendship or as an in-law through marriage? 

 
 

6.​ How did needing, seeking, and finding employment steer individual lives in the book? 
 
 

7.​ Losing family members of all ages was common in the mid-1800s. Did the characters move past 
loss differently than we do today? 
 
 

8.​ When did Cath ask for permission and when did she not? 
 
 

9.​ Did Cath have regrets? If given the chance to start over, would she have made different choices? 
 
 

10.​ What might Cath have done had she lived past the age of 46? 
 
 

11.​ Did the fact that the story was based on real people make a difference? 


